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Thane: A court in Thane district has sentenced a 34-year-old
construction supervisor from Navi Mumbai to life imprisonment for
stoning a labourer to death in 2018 over a financial dispute.

Additional sessions judge R V Tamhanekar also imposed a fine of
Rs 1,000 on Ansar Abdul Khan, a resident of Sanpada, after
holding him guilty under IPC section 302 (murder).     -AGENCIES

Construction supervisor gets life term for killing worker 

‘All offences under UAPA will have to
be dealt by special NIA courts only’

NARSI BENWAL
narsi.benwal@fpj.co.in

The Bombay High Court
bench of  Justices Vinay
Deshpande and Amit
Borkar at the Nagpur seat
on Wednesday held that all
scheduled offences, which
are crimes under the Un-
lawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act (UAPA) will have
to be dealt with exclusively
by special NIA courts irre-
spective of  the fact whether
the crime is being probed
by the NIA (central agency)
or the state government
agencies. The bench also
held that an accused to
challenge rejection of  bail
will have to approach the
High Court under the NIA
law and not under the pro-
visions of  the Criminal
Code of  Procedure (Cr.PC).
The bench pronounced

the ruling while disposing
of  a petition filed by Suren-
dra Gadling, one of  the
prime accused in the Bhi-
ma-Koregaon violence case.
He challenged an October
2019 order passed by a Ses-
sions Court in Pune deny-

ing him bail. 
Gadling through senior

counsel S P Dharmadhikari
contended that only a spe-
cial NIA court would have
jurisdiction to deal with
cases under UAPA law. He
cited a three-bench judg-
ment of  the Supreme Court
to substantiate his submis-
sions. He argued that the
NIA court will hear cases
under UAPA irrespective of
whether the offence is be-
ing investigated by the NIA
or some other state agency.  
On the other hand, addi-

tional public prosecutor V
A Thakare argued that only
cases which are being in-
vestigated by the NIA could
be tried or dealt with by
special NIA court and of-
fence wherein state agen-
cies are the prosecutors,
then a sessions court can
have jurisdiction. He cited
a Supreme Court judgment
pronounced by a division
bench (two judges).
Having considered the

contentions, the bench led
by Justice Deshpande
opined that it would have to
go with the ruling pro-

nounced by the three judges
of  the top court. "We there-
fore hold that all Scheduled
Offences i.e. all offences un-
der the UAPA, whether in-
vestigated by the National
Investigation Agency or by
the investigating agencies
of  the state government,
are to be tried exclusively
by Special Courts set up un-
der that Act," the judge
held. 
Further, to the law point

on whether an accused,
whose bail is denied under
the NIA law, could ap-
proach the High Courts un-
der the CrPC, the bench
held that if  an accused if
refused bail by a special
court, s/he cannot ap-
proach the HCs under
CrPC. The bench said the
person would then have to
invoke the provisions of
NIA (section 21) which pro-
vide for a statutory appeal
against any orders of  a spe-
cial court, within 30 days. 
The bench accordingly

disposed of  Gadling's bail
plea as he didn't approach it
under NIA provisions but
under CrPC.

Two arrested with 3 kg
hashish worth ₹68.74 lakh

No relief for black-marketing Remdesivir
NARSI BENWAL
narsi.benwal@fpj.co.in

The Bombay High Court on
Tuesday refused to grant
any relief  to two men ar-
rested for hoarding and sell-
ing Remdesivir at inflated
rates. Remdesivir is one of
the most essential drugs to
treat Covid-19. The bench of
Justice Manish Pitale at the
Nagpur seat was hearing a
petition filed by Shubham
Arjunwar, who was arrested
in April. 
Arjunwar had challenged

the orders of  a sessions
court, which allowed the
prosecution to furnish addi-
tional evidence at the end of
the trial. He claimed that al-
lowing filing of  additional
evidence and supplemen-
tary chargesheets would
cause prejudice to his case.

Having noted the facts,
Justice Pitale observed, “A
criminal trial is required to
be fair to all stakeholders
i.e. the accused, the prosecu-
tion and the victim. The
purpose of  a criminal trial
is to ascertain the truth
about the allegations lev-
elled against the accused
persons and it is not just
about a bout over technical-
ities and over-zealous pro-
tection of  rights available to
the accused.”
The court added that a

criminal trial to be conduct-
ed in a fair manner has to be
undertaken as an objective
and unbiased search for the
truth, so that justice is done
to the stake holders, avoid-
ing injustice in the process.
As regards the instant

case, the judge said it was in
the interest of  the society to

furnish all the relevant ma-
terial before the sessions
court.
“It is not only in the inter-

est of  the victims, who form
part of  the collective, that
all relevant material is
brought before the sessions
court in the trial, but it is
also in the interest of  justice
and in furtherance of  the
search of  the truth that
such material is placed on
record,” the judge said.

Noting the timeline of  the
case, the judge said the ac-
cused were arrested in April
and were chargesheeted in
May and the charges were
framed against them in
June. 
The judge pointed out that

the court had passed orders
in May, directing that pro-
ceedings ought to be under-
taken swiftly in cases where
there was black marketing
of  life-saving drugs like
Remdesivir.
While dismissing the peti-

tion, the judge observed,
“Fair trial in such situa-
tions needs to be viewed
from the perspective of  all
relevant material being
placed before the sessions
court, so that the truth of
the charges levelled against
the accused can be ascer-
tained.”

FAISAL TANDEL 
faisal.tandel@fpj.co.in 

The Anti-Narcotic Cell
(ANC) of  Mumbai crime
branch arrested two people
with 3.427 grams of  hashish
worth Rs 68.74 lakh. Both
the accused brought the
drugs from Bihar and deliv-
ered it to peddlers in Mum-
bai. 
According to the police, on

August 10, assistant police
inspector, Sudhakar Cha-
van of  Worli Unit, ANC and
his team received informa-
tion about hashish being
brought to the city. Accord-
ingly, the team laid a trap
and found two suspicious
people near Chunabhatti
railway crossing. "During
the search of  the two our
team found 3.427 kilogram

of  hashish worth Rs 68.74
lakh," said Datta Nalawade,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police, ANC. 
The police said the arrest-

ed duo are identified as
Neeraj Kumar Chaudhary,
23, and Mukesh Kumar
Saha, 24, both residents of

Bihar state. "Both the ac-
cused were produced in
court and are remanded in
police custody till August
17. We are further investi-
gating the supply and ped-
dling chain," said Deepak
Chavan, senior police in-
spector, Worli, ANC. 

PRIYANKA NAVALKAR
priyanka.navalkar@fpj.co.in

The North Region cyber po-
lice in Kandivali East have ar-
rested three persons, includ-
ing two foreign nationals, in
connection with two cyber
fraud cases. The accused
have been booked under rele-
vant sections of  the Indian
Penal Code and the Informa-
tion Technology Act for
cheating. In the two cases, the
victims were lured with gifts
sent from foreign countries
and were asked to pay the
‘customs fee’ to claim them at
the airport.
In one of  the cases, the po-

lice have arrested a Nigerian
national, Hamed Sora alias
Eric alias Chris, 28, and Rubi-
ni Gunshekharan, 24, an Indi-
an. The police have seized 13
mobile phones, 15 SIM cards,
two laptops and seven debit
cards of  several banks, and
recovered Rs 8,73,043 from the
bank account of  the accused.
According to police sources,

the woman complainant in

this case was befriended in
March on a social media net-
working site by Sora and
Gunshekharan. Through a
fake account in the name of
an Australian national, Dr
Colton Ryland Mosley, the
two said they were sending a
gift worth 40,000 Euros. Later,
they claimed that the gift was
struck at the customs depart-
ment at Delhi airport, asking
the complainant to pay vari-
ous charges like customs
duty, income tax and foreign
exchange to the tune of  Rs
18.80 lakh.
In another case, a person

was duped on a different so-
cial media platform using the
same modus operandi be-
tween February 10 and Feb-
ruary 18. The accused, later
identified as a foreign nation-
al Godwin EJ, had befriended
the complainant posing as
Frank Wilson from London
and asked her to pay various
charges to claim the gift sent
by him.

MUMBAI: A gang of  four
has been arrested for duping
several people across the
country between January
and June in online fraud.
The accused used to send out
messages to victims, stating
that their KYC is pending.
According to the cyber po-

lice at BKC, the accused used
to pose as representatives of
leading telecom companies.
They would then send bulk
messages to the victim.
After receiving several

complaints, the police regis-
tered a complaint on July 3.
The police had received a tip-
off  of  their location, after
which a trap was laid and all
the four accused were arrest-
ed. They have been identi-
fied as Ganesh alias Arjun
Chhetri (38), Jitendra Man-
dal (23), Ashokkumar Man-
dal (19) and Santoshkumar
Mandal (29).  -Staff Reporter 

RONALD RODRIGUES
ronald.rodrigues@fpj.co.in 

The scholarship examina-
tions to be conducted for stu-
dents of  Class 5 and Class 8
on Thursday have been can-
celled, announced the office
of  the deputy director of  ed-
ucation, on Wednesday. The
decision to cancel the schol-
arship examination has
been taken due to the Covid-
19 pandemic.
The examination has been

postponed almost five to six
times till date. Finally, the
exam was scheduled to be
conducted on August 12,
2021. Over 24,472 students
from Mumbai have regis-
tered for the examination,
out of  which, there are
13,298 for Class 5 and 11,174
for Class 8. Among the regis-
tered students, 8,825 are
from municipal schools and
15,647 are from schools affil-
iated to the three depart-
ments of  the education de-
partment.

Scholarship
exam for 

Class 5, Class 8
cancelled 

Don’t divulge bank details to anyone: Cyber cops

Two foreign nationals
held for cyber gift frauds

Four from West
Bengal,

Jharkhand held
for KYC fraud

SOMENDRA SHARMA
somendra.sharma@fpj.co.in

In recent times, many resi-
dents have been falling prey
to online frauds and have
been losing lakhs of  rupees.
In order to curb such cases,
the Maharashtra cyber po-
lice have issued an advisory,
asking residents to be cau-
tious and not to fall prey to
fake customer care num-
bers put up on the internet.
“Whenever a consumer

has a problem, they call the
customer service for help.
However, in some cases, the
fraudsters poses as a cus-
tomer care official and take
advantage of  the victims.
They coax them into reveal-
ing their bank account de-
tail, after which they
siphon off  huge amounts of
money,” said a cyber crime
official.
Speaking about the pre-

cautions, the advisory
states, “Always search for
customer care numbers on
the official website or appli-

cations of  the service
provider. Never share de-
tails such as complete card
number or account number,
card expiry date, CVV, PIN
and OTP with anyone.”
“Always remember,

search engines do not give
verified information. The
number provided can be
fake. Do verify the identity
before divulging any details
to the agent. Do not install
any software or provide re-
mote access of  your de-
vice,” the advisory adds.

“In most cases we have
observed that the fraud-
sters induce the victim to
install remote access appli-
cation on their phones.
These apps gives complete
access of  the phone to the
fraudsters and they can
misuse the notifications
and OTPs that comes on the
victim’s number. One
should be extremely vigi-
lant while searching for
customer care numbers of
service providers,” the offi-
cer said.

Co-accused statements can be considered
while deciding pre-arrest bail plea: Court
BHAVNA UCHIL
bhavna.uchil@fpj.co.in

A special court while re-
jecting the relief  of  pre-ar-
rest bail to actor Deepika
Padukone’s manager Kar-
ishma Prakash has said
that while statements of
co-accused are not admis-
sible as evidence during
trial as per a recent SC rul-
ing, they can be considered
while deciding plea for an-
ticipatory bail.
Prakash is under probe

in a drugs case connected
with late actor Sushant
Singh Rajput. In a search
conducted in her residence
last year, the Narcotics
Control Bureau had recov-
ered 1.7 gm charas, small
quantity of  CBD oil and 3
empty vials of  CBD oil.
The apex court had ruled

last year in the Tofan
Singh judgment that state-
ments of  co-accused will
not be admissible evidence

during the trial of  a case.
Prakash’s advocates had
relied on this while argu-
ing for the relief  as some
alleged drug peddlers ar-
rested in the case had
named her.
Special judge under the

Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act VV Vidwans
said that though state-
ments of  the co-accused
would not be admissible as
evidence during the trial
of  the case, it can be con-
sidered by the court while
deciding anticipatory bail
application at the stage of
investigation as prime fa-
cie circumstance on record
and material against the
applicant.

The court further said
that apart from statements
of  some co-accused per-
sons, the prosecution has
been able to produce on
record other evidence in
the form of  digital evi-
dence and call recording
and tower location. “The
prosecution has been able
to show some independent
evidence/material or cir-
cumstances against the ap-
plicant,” it stated. 
The Narcotics Control

Bureau (NCB) had pro-
posed the addition of  a
stringent provision of  the
NDPS Act while the pres-
ent plea was pending.
Prakash had in turn con-
tended that the provision
was applied as she had not

succumbed to the coercion
by some officers of  the
NCB to change her lawyer.
She had produced call
recordings before court to
substantiate her allega-
tion. The court said re-
garding this that it had
gone through the tran-
scription of  the audio
recordings and though cer-
tain officials of  the NCB
appear to be involved in
the said conversation..,
that would not be suffi-
cient to accept the con-
tention of  malafides. “As-
suming for the sake of  ar-
gument that there exists
malafides on the part of
prosecution, it cannot
override the merits of  the
case.”

The NCB had recovered 1.7 gm charas, small quantity of CBD oil and 3 empty vials of CBD oil from her house

DEEPIKA PADUKONE’S MANAGER KARISHMA PRAKASH DRUG CASE Malad man
loses ₹70,000
in wine shop
listing fraud

PRIYANKA NAVALKAR 
priyanka.navalkar@fpj.co.in 

A 38-year-old Malad
resident was duped to the
tune of  ₹70,000 while plac-
ing an order for liquor af-
ter getting the number on
an online search engine.
The unidentified accused,
who allegedly cheated the
victim through Google list-
ing fraud, supposedly
changed the contact num-
ber on search engine and
duped the victim by mak-
ing a series of  transactions
for wine worth ₹2,840. A
case has been registered at
Malad police station
against the accused under
relevant sections of  the In-
dian Penal Code and Infor-
mation Technology Act. 
According to Malad Po-

lice sources, the incident
occurred on August 2,
when the complainant had
ordered two bottles of  wine
from Chincholi Wines, af-
ter he searched a number
on the online search en-
gine, but was connected to
a number, wherein a man
had answered. Police said,
after receiving the call, the
man allegedly asked to
make a payment through
an e-wallet service. 
After first making a

payment of  ₹2,840, the ac-
cused asked him to make
apayment of  ₹31,000,
which will bit be debited
from the account, and is
only for the receipt pur-
pose. The money, was how-
ever, debited and again a
transaction of  ₹31,000 and
₹2,840 was made. When
asked the reason, the ac-
cused allegedly hung up
the call. Upon again
searching the wine shop's
number, the complainant
came across the shop's
landline number, and upon
contacting realised that he
was duped. 
The complainant imme-

diately approached Malad
Police and lodged a com-
plaint, acting on which a
case was registered under
relevant sections of  the In-
dian Penal Code and Infor-
mation Technology Act for
cheating.

Though statements of the co-accused would not be admissible as evidence during the
trial of the case, it can be considered by the court while deciding anticipatory bail
application at the stage of investigation as prime facie circumstance on record and
material against the applicant. –VV VIDWANS, Special judge under NDPS Act‘

HC refuses relief to two men arrested in April for hoarding and selling the drug at inflated rates

A criminal trial is
required to be fair

to all stakeholders 
i.e. the accused, the
prosecution and the

victim.
–Justice Manish Pitale 
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